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EYES ONLY' 



EYES ONLY FOR HARRIMAN FROM LODGE 

DO NOT QUESTION GOOD INTENTIONS ANIMATING DECISION DIRECTING 

VOA BROADCAST S:00 A.M., AUGUST 26. BUT DEPARTMENT SHOULD KNOW 

THIS ACTION HAS COMPLICATED OUR ALREADY DIFFICULT PROBLEM AS 
FOLLOWS: 

l. IT HAS ELIMINATED THE POSSIBILITY OP THE GENERALS’ 

EFFORT ACHIEVING SURPRISE. THIS IS DEFINITELY NOT PRACTICAL POLITICS 
EVEN THOUGH I STILL HOPE THAT THE GENERALS HILL SUCCEED , PURPOSE 
OF MY MESSAGE OF YESTERDAY (CAS SAIGON 0292 HAS TO MAKE CLEAR OUR 
VIES THAT IN THE INTEREST OF ACHIEVING WASHINGTON OBJECTIVE AND 

AT SAME TIME OF MINIMIZING LOSS OF LIFE (INCLUDING AMERICAN LIFE) 

WE SHOULD NOT TIP OFF NHU ON OUR DECISION. 

2. THE STATEMENT THAT I AM "UNDER INSTRUCTIONS" TO SAY CERTAIN 

<3 THING£ T ° DI “ IS N0T ™ E - m EV “ IF IF MERE TRUE, THE VOA 
SHOULD NOT BE THE VEHICLE THROUGH WHICH I GET SUCH INSTRUCTIONS. 

ALSO IF if HERE TRUE, THE INSTRUCTIONS MOULD BE FALLACIOUS 

NOTHING IS ACCOMPLISHED WITH ANY MAN BY MAKING HIM LOSE FACE. 

IF OUR OBJECTIVE IS TO BE ACHIEVED AT ALL, IT MUST BE ACHIEVED 

BY THE VIETNAMESE THEMSELVES AND MUST LOOK LIKE A NATURAL. THE US 

MUST NOT APPEAR PUELICLY IN THE MATTER, THUS GIVING THE "KISS OF 
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DEATH" TO ITS FRIENDS. 
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. 3. BELIEVE DEPARTMENT'S EARLIER TELEGRAM GIVING ME. CHARGE OF 
TACTICS IS SOUND AND SHOULD BE ADHERED TO. OBVIOUSLY THE VOA 
• STATEMENT CUTS RIGHT ACROSS TACTICS I HAD PLANNED. * 

4. POSSIBILITY INHERENT IN VOA BROADCAST WILL TEND TO INCREASE 
CHANCE OF BLOODSHED SHOULD THERE BE A VIOLENT REACTION TO WHAT 

IS BUILDING UP. TH IS IS A TIME. WHICH. CALLS FOR ACTION AND. .VERY ... - 
FEW WORDS. 

% 

5. IF VOA CAUSES FAILURE OF OUR PLAN THE EFFECT IN CONGRESS 
WILL CERTAINLY BE UNFORTUNATE. 

WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENT. EYES ONLYP^*^^ 
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